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What the course is about

This course introduces students to the systematic study of international relations and the current interna-
tional system. We will focus on a series of big questions, such as: Why is the world divided up into formally
independent countries, and what are the consequences of organizing global politics in this way, as a “states
system”? What is nationalism, where did it come from historically, and what role does it play in international
politics? What explains war and peace between countries, and global patterns of civil war within them?
What are the implications of nuclear weapons? What factors determine the amount of protectionism and free
trade, the amount of environmental destruction, and different levels of economic development? How much
can treaties, international organizations, or U.S. foreign policy fix problems in these various issue areas, and
how do they work? Would some kind of world government be better than the status quo, or worse?

Lectures

Attendance in lecture is essential for success in the class. In the lectures I will be developing an extended
argument addressing the questions just listed (and others); exams will assess, among other things, students’
understanding of how the arguments work and their ability to apply them.

Lectures will take place on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays at 11.00am in Dinkelspiel.

Assignments

1. Midterm exam (20% of grade): The midterm exam will take place in class on the Monday of the fifth
week of the quarter at 11.00am and will cover the material presented in lectures and readings up to
that point. The exam will include multiple-choice and short essay questions.

2. Final exam (40% of grade): The final exam, scheduled for XXX will cover all material in the course with
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a special emphasis on topics since the midterm. The exam will include multiple choice, short answer,
and essay questions. You must be available to take the final at the designated time. Incompletes will
be granted only in circumstances beyond the control of individual students, such as illness, scheduled
athletic events, or family emergencies. Please inform the teaching staff of any disabilities registered
with the SDRC during the first two weeks of class.

3. Section participation (15% of grade): Sections will meet once a week, Thursday or Friday, at a place
and time to be arranged. Please register for section on Coursework, not Axess. You must attend
and actively participate in discussion section each week. Be sure to read the assigned texts before
section. The success of section depends on your willingness to offer insightful comments and ask
probing questions.

To make sections a better learning experience for all, you are required to bring to section a piece of
paper, or email the document to your section leader in advance, that does one of two things (or both,
if you feel inspired):

(a) Poses one or two questions about the readings that you would like to discuss.

(b) Proposes a way to apply theoretical concepts from the readings (or related lectures) to a current
event in international relations. Or, suggests a current event that seems to you to be inconsistent
with or difficult to explain using theoretical ideas from the readings or related lectures.

These papers may vary from a few sentences to a whole page. You required to do seven of these over
the course of the quarter, with at least three prior to the midterm. They will figure into your grade
for section participation.

If you miss a section, you will receive credit as if you participated in that section if and only if:
(1) you missed the section for reasons beyond your control, i.e. illness, scheduled athletic event, or
family emergency; (2) you notify your TA prior to the scheduled section or demonstrate why advance
notification was impossible; and (3) you write a one-page commentary on the readings for that section
and submit it electronically to your TA by 12pm on the Monday following the section you missed. The
one-page commentary will count as your participation for the week.

If you must miss a section, you may attend another section for your own learning (but not for par-
ticipation credit) if you obtain prior permission from your TA and from the TA who is teaching the
alternative section.

4. Paper (25% of grade): Due by 5pm on the Thursday of 9th week, an 8-10 page, double-spaced paper
that applies one or more theoretical ideas or arguments developed in the lectures (and associated
readings) to some current event or issue in international politics. Typically, students will identify some
instance of international cooperation or conflict and seek to explain how the parties are able to arrange
cooperation in the former case, or unable to avoid conflict in the latter. However, we are open to other
applications – it’s up to you, provided you consult with your TA and/or Professor Fearon.

To make sure you get on track early, you are required to submit a one-page proposal for what you
are going to do by 5pm on the Thursday of 4th week. The proposal should describe the current event
or ongoing phenomenon that you are going to write about, perhaps indicate what you think your
application of IR theory is going to be, and indicate sources you will use to follow and learn about the
current event or policy area.

One persistent topic in section will be how to formulate, research, and write these short papers. TAs will
also help with ideas for where to look for information about current events and issues that could make
for exciting and interesting papers. In general, if you don’t already do this, while taking this course it
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is a good idea to keep your eye on current international events. Excellent ways to do this include (a)
following particular international issues as covered in The New York Times day to day; (b) following
on-line foreign policy websites such as foreignpolicy.com, foreignaffairs.com, or carnegieendowment.org.

Students with Documented Disabilities

Students who may need an academic accommodation based on the impact of a disability must initiate
the request with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) located within the Office of Accessible
Education (OAE). SDRC staff will evaluate the request with required documentation, recommend reasonable
accommodations, and prepare an Accommodation Letter for faculty dated in the current quarter in which
the request is being made. Students should contact the SDRC as soon as possible since timely notice is
needed to coordinate accommodations. The OAE is located at 563 Salvatierra Walk, phone (650) 723-1066.

Grades

Political Science 1 is always graded on a curve. The distribution of grades will approximate the distribution
across undergraduate social science lecture courses at Stanford: approximately 35% in the A range, 50% in
the B range, and 15% below a B-. Each TA will grade to the same curve, though we may make adjustments
at the end of the quarter if the work of students in some sections is of higher quality, on average, than the
work of students in other sections.

We hope there will be no reason to contest a grade. If you strongly feel that your grade on an assignment
does not reflect the quality of your work, though, you may appeal through the following procedure: Write a
memo that explains, in as much detail as possible, why you think you should have received a different grade.
Give the memo to your TA, along with your graded assignment and a letter in which you formally request
a re-grade. If you and your TA cannot reach agreement on your grade, your TA will pass the materials to
another member of the teaching staff, selected at random, who will reevaluate the work and assign a new
grade, which may be higher, lower, or identical to the one you originally received. This new grade will be
final.

Please note that the one page questions/proposals submitted in section will not be graded – you simply have
to turn them in, as part of section participation. However, TAs can consider their quality and the effort that
went into them in deciding on a section grade.

Teaching Staff

Members of the teaching staff appear below. They will announce their office hours during the first week of
class.

Azusa Katagiri: azusak@stanford.edu

Rebecca Perlman: rperlman@stanford.edu

Peter Schram: pschram@stanford.edu

Readings

The following books are available for purchase at the bookstore:

• Jeffry A. Frieden, David A. Lake, and Kenneth A. Schultz, World Politics: Interests, Interactions, and

3

http://www.foreignpolicy.com
http://www.foreignaffairs.com
http://www.carnegieendowment.org


Institutions (2nd edition, W. W. Norton, 2013).

• Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities (Verso, revised edition 2006).

• Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate Renewed (W. W.
Norton, 2003).

Articles are available for download from the Coursework website.

Sequence of lectures and reading assignments

Week 1: The states system and “failed states.”

1. Course introduction.

2. What is international politics?

3. Facts about the current international system.

Readings:

• FLS, xix-xxxi, 4-37.

• Thucydides, “The Melian Dialogue,” in History of the Pelopennesian War, chapter 17.

• Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, “Why Africa’s Weak States Persist: The Empirical and the
Juridical in Statehood,” World Politics 35, 1 (October 1982), 1-24.

• (recommended) Jeff Herbst, “Let Them Fail: State Failure in Theory and Practice,” in Robert I.
Rotberg, ed., When States Fail (Princeton University Press, 2004), 302-318.

Week 2: Anarchy and its discontents.

1. How should world politics be organized?

2. Examples of commitment and collective action problems in IR.

3. How bad are these problems and how to fix them?

Readings:

• FLS, Chapter 2, “Understanding Interests, Interactions, and Institutions,” 38-79.

• Robert Jervis, “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma,” World Politics 30, 2 (January 1978),
167-206 only.

• Kurk Dorsey, “Putting a Ceiling on Sealing: Conservation and Cooperation in the International
Arena, 1909-1911,” Environmental History Review 15, 3 (Autumn 1991), 27-45.

Week 3: Nationalism, the states system, and international conflict.
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1. Why not world government?

2. What do states want? What do states fight over?

3. Nationalism.

Readings:

• Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, chapters 1-4, (recommended, chapter 6).

• Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”, Foreign Affairs 72, 3 (Summer 1993), 22-49.

• John Gerard Ruggie, “Third Try at World Order: America and Multilateralism after the Cold
War,” Political Science Quarterly 109, 4 (Autumn 1994), 553-570.

• (recommended) G. John Ikenberry, “The Future of the Liberal World Order: Internationalism
After America,” Foreign Affairs May/June 2011.

• (interesting) Ikenberry vs Mead debate in Foreign Affairs 2014.

Week 4: War

1. Explaining wars, 1.

2. Explaining wars, 2.

3. Examples: WWI, Iraq 1991 and 2003.

Readings:

• FLS, Chapter 3, “Why Are There Wars?”, 80-123.

• David A. Lake, “Two Cheers for Bargaining Theory: Assessing Rationalist Explanations of the
Iraq War,” International Security 35, 3 (Winter 2010/11), 7-52.

• John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, “An Unnecessary War?” Foreign Policy 134 (Jan.-Feb.
2003), 50-59.

• (recommended) Jack S. Levy, “Preferences, Constraints, and Choices in July 1914,” International
Security 15, 3 (Winter 1990-1991), 151-186.

• (interesting) Michael K. McKoy and David A. Lake, “Correspondence: Bargaining Theory and
Rationalist Explanations for the Iraq War,” International Security 36, 3 (Winter 2011/2012),
172-178.

• (interesting) Alexandre Debs and Nuno Monteiro, “Known Unknowns: Power Shifts, Uncertainty,
and War,” International Organization 68 (Winter 2014), 1-31.

Week 5: Nuclear weapons, and international terrorism.

1. Midterm

2. Special Guest: Stephen Krasner, on how U.S. foreign policy is actually made.

3. The nuclear revolution and nuclear deterrence.
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Readings:

• Graham Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” American Political Science
Review 63, 3 (September 1969), 689-718.

• Stephen D. Krasner, “Are Bureaucracies Important? (Or Allison Wonderland),” Foreign Policy
7 (Summer 1972), 159-179.

• Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate Renewed
(Norton 2003), chapters 1 and 2.

• (recommended) FLS, Chapter 14, pages 538-548.

Week 6: International security after the Cold War

1. International security politics in a nuclear world: The Cold War and the Long Peace.

2. Current WMD issues: Preventive war, proliferation, and terrorism.

3. Democracy, foreign policy, and international conflict.

Readings:

• James D. Fearon, “The Nuclear Revolution, International Politics and U.S. Foreign Policy,” un-
published note.

• Thomas Schelling, “Thinking about Nuclear Terrorism,” International Security 6, 4 (Spring 1982),
61-77.

• Scott Sagan, chapter 3 of Sagan and Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons.

• FLS, Chapter 5, “Domestic Politics and War.”

• FLS, Chapter 11 (“Why do some transnational networks choose violence?”)

Week 7: International security after the Cold War.

1. Democracy, foreign policy, and international conflict, continued.

2. “Unipolarity” and the rise of China.

3. Civil war, intervention, and peacekeeping operations.

Readings:

• Nuno Monteiro, “Unrest Assured: Why Unipolarity Is Not Peaceful,” International Security 36,
3 (Winter 2011/2012), 9-40.

• FLS, Chapter 13, pages 500-508 (“Will China and the United States Fight for Global Leader-
ship?”)

• John Mearsheimer, “The Gathering Storm: China’s Challenge to US Power in Asia,” The Chinese
Journal of International Politics 3 (2010), 381-96.

• Charles Glaser, “Will China’s Rise Lead to War?” Foreign Affairs 90, 2 (March/April 2011).
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• James D. Fearon and David D. Laitin, “Neotrusteeship and the Problem of Weak States,” Inter-
national Security 28, 4 (Spring 2004), 5-43.

• (recommended) James D. Fearon and David D. Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War,”
American Political Science Review 97, 1 (February 2003), 75-90.

Week 8: Civil war and intervention, continued. Globalization.

1. Special Guest: Joseph Felter, on insurgency and counterinsurgency in Iraq and Afghanistan.

2. Globalization: Overview, and what explains why some countries are richer than others.

3. Continued, plus What you need to know about international trade.

Readings:

• FLS, Chapter 7, “International Trade.”

• FLS, Chapter 10, “Development: The Causes of the Wealth and Poverty of Nations”

• ?Jeffrey Frankel, “Globalization of the Economy,” NBER Working Paper 7858, August 2000.

• ?Foreign Affairs?

Week 9: Globalization. More on trade. Finance.

1. Memorial day, no class.

2. Globalization: More on trade.

3. Globalization: Mechanics and very quick recent history of international finance.

Readings:

• FLS, Chapters 8 and 9, “International Financial Relations” and “International Monetary Rela-
tions.”

• Dani Rodrik, “How Far Will Economic Integration Go?”, Journal of Economic Perspectives 14,
1 (Winter 2000), 177-186.

Week 10: Human rights, intervention, and the global commons.

1. Catching up, most likely.

2. International environmental politics

3. Course review, questions, lists of important things we didn’t talk about, . . .

Readings:

• FLS, chapter 12, “The Global Environment.”

• (more on environment)?

7


